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Check your gift cards and organize returns. The holidays have just passed and it is common to
receive gift cards or gifts that do not work out. Check any gift cards to see when they expire, if
registration is necessary, or if the card discounts over time, Make a plan to use them because it
could happen that the retailer is no longer in business if you wait too long. It is too easy to let
returns and gift cards slide until it is too late. Take care of your returns or gift cards in a timely
manner so you can put them to good use.

Clean up the clutter. The New Year is a great time to go through your home and clean out items
that you never use. If you haven’t used something in a long time, you probably never will. Donate
useful goods to charities to help other people and be sure to get the receipts for future tax
returns. You may even find things you’ve been searching for while cleaning up.

Organize your papers and receipts. April 15" will be here be 10 ize your
papers and receipts for your bill paying and i gdy so fthat u have taxes
coming back, there is no del

ou know what you will be able to afford
during the yea appliance, or that upgrade you want. If you are making
monthly payR s srvices you do not use and/or do not need, cancel them. See if there are
bills to combine into one payment. If you have credit card debt, figure out how you can pay it off.

Review your(bugg

Review all your policies. Once a year you should review all the due dates of your policies —
renter’s insurance, car insurance, life insurance, warranties, etc. January is a good time to do this
review. If you still do not have renter’s insurance, then set up a policy as soon as possible. There
are no funds or programs to replace your contents during an emergency or disaster except
renter’s insurance.

Check your smoke detector/alarms. Start this year’s safety program by checking all smoke alarms.
If a device is not working, replace the batteries. If it is still not working, then report it to your
property manager immediately. Remember to continue this throughout the year - this can...
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Focus on Safety (Excerpt only)

It is always important to focus on safety for yourself and your amjly the last
quarter of the year and the hollday season, it 5S ssible threats.

During holidays [ ' is glves thleves more incentive to target
credit cards W
»  Keep\identifyirg n ormatlon such as social security numbers, passport, driver’s license,
photo ids, credit cards, bank accounts, or other financial information secure at all times.
= Dispose of any identifying information properly. Thieves will go through mailboxes, garbage
receptacles, and discarded items looking for anything that encourages theft. Get rid of
unnecessary documents or old credit cards by shredding them properly.

= Check your bank and credit statements when you receive them. If possible, do it more often
by accessing it on line. Report any discrepancies as soon as possible.

= |f you store information on your cell phone or computer, use a secure program that will
protect you from hackers. The newer cellular devices are the latest target because people
now access their financial information regularly.

= Never leave any identifying information, such as a driver’s license or credit cards, anywhere
unattended and be cautious of where and to whom you give information.

= Learn how to use social media wisely. Beware of what you put on social media, such as
Facebook. Do not give out personal information that can help predators. For example, if
someone is tracking you, you don’t want someone to know that you are away shopping at
the mall or going on vacation - they may know where you live and target your.home for a
burglary.

S Iways fdllay certain

te ssive and have no fear of
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